The Caſe of the Common Brewers. 


mae Publick Brewing-houſes in the Country, now Petitioners before the Honoarable Houſe of 
Commons, and their Objefions againſe ſeveral Clauſes contained m @ Bill brought into the ſaid 


Houſe for an Additional Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, 
Humbly offered to the Members of the ſame. 
lo the ſaid Petitioners, as to the Rates to be Impoſed and Added, Humbly ſubmit themſelves tothe Wiſ- 


dom of the ſaid Houſe, and will chearfully obey the ſame. 

That having for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, been extremely abuſed by the Charges and Returns of the Gagers, 

and other Officers of the Excile : As, | 

1. In Charging and Returning Beer to be Ale, whereby they have loſt the Allowances by the former Acts for 
Exciſe Granted them (v:z.) four Gallons in every Barrel, and one Barrel in every three” and twenty, 
amounting to above the eighth part of their Profits. 

2. In Returning and Charging Beer by them Brew'd and Sold for Six Shillings Beer, as Ale and Strong Beer, 
whereby they have loſt their Allowances aforeſaid, and Charged with the whole Duty for Ale. 

3. In Gaging Worts, and Charging and Returning accordingly; whereas they ought to Gage in the Tun, and + ® 
return according to that, becaule of the waſte of the Liquor before ; and thereby your Petitioners have 
not had 3o Gallons to the Barrel. 

That tho' they have made their continual Complaints and Applications, yet could have no Redrefs, by reaſon 
the Commiſſioners have always (cho! againſt Law, as your Petitioners conceive) conſtrued the former Acts, that 
_ the Gagers Return was a binding and indiſputable Charge upon the Brewers, both as to quantity and qualiry. 
Nay, inſtead of Redrels, they have been ſtill charged more outragioufly, and proſecuted upon the Fines and Penal- 
ries laid upon them by the Oaths of the Gagers (who are generally perſons of {mall Reputation) and admitted to 
no Defence. 
Therefore your Petitioners did humbly apply themiclves to this Honourable Houſe for Redreſs for the future, 
That ſeveral Clauſes ir this Bill {as now Drawn) tho' thereby it is pretended the avoiding all Differences and Dil- 
pures between the Gagers and Brewers, &c. touching Beer and Ale, and the Returns and Charges thereof; yet in 
' rruth, in conſequence, not only faſtens the former Abules more unavoidably upon the Brewers, but will give op- 
portunity for Greater, For, 
1. That no Perlons are Appointed before whom your Petitioners may have their Complaints, nor any Per- 
"7 {ons Appointed to whom they may have their Appeal : Bur only that all Fines, Forfeitures, ec. ( ix; ) 
= (on the Brewers parts ) ſhall be heard determined, «c, before the Commiſſioners in their ſeveral 
Diſtricts, or by Two Juſtices. Nay, the very Appeals by the former Acts ſeem to be taken away. | 
2. No Penalty laid upon the Gager or other Officer for any falſe Return or Liberty given to the Brewer . 
to diſprove the ſame, 1f it be falle, either in quantity or quality. 
= _—- 3- That the Remedy which ſeems to be propoſed by the laid Bill (ix; ) ro make the Barrels of Beer and Ale 
= equal, and the Allowances the ſame, will be che Ruine of moſt Beer-Brewers in the Country : 1. For thar 
b- thereby they muſt bg forc't to Cut and Alter all their Veſſels. 2. They mult Loſe their Cuſtomers,Gentle- | 
men and Inn-keepers ſtill expeCing the ſame Mealure and Price; and elpecially in Oxon, where the 
Price is {et upon the Brewer ; and Cambridge, where their Meaſure” is Gaged by the Univerſity ; and if the 
Meaſure and Prices be alter d, moſt private Families will return to Brewing, which will much prejudice the 
Exciſe. 3. That the Allowances to be the ſame, will be very unjuſt, becauſe the Waſte and Leakage of Beer 
and Ale are very unequal, for which reaſon the former As made the Difference in Allowances. 
4. That bythe Clauſe whereby it is to be Enacted, That if ic appear to the Gager that any Worts are miſling, 
or not let fairly down into the Tun, it ſhall be lawful for him to charge the Brewer ar his Diſcretion. Your 
” Petitioners are left totally to the Mercy of the Gagers, and that without any Remedy or Appeal; who upon 
all occaſions will make uſe thereof to their own Advantage, and your Petitioners Ruine. 
5. That the only Clauſe in the Act of the 15th of Car. ſecundi, that ſeem'd any way beneficial for the Brewer, 
and to give him liberty to diſcharge himſelf from the Opprefſion of the Gager, is by a Proviſo in this Bill, 
render'd altogether ineffectual, leaving him ſolely to the Me: cy of the Informing Gager, it he pleaſe to im- 


poſe any Crime upon him. 
Therefore your Petitioners bumbly pray, That the ſaid Bill may be Amended in the Premiſes, and 
ſuch Clauſes added, as thereby they may have ſome effeftual Remedy of their ſaid Abuſes. 
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